
53Habitual Traffic Offender

What is a habitual traffic offender?

What happens to those identified as
habitual traffic offenders?

Who orders the revocation?

What licenses are revoked?

Is any type of license available before the
expiration of the five-year revocation?

For more information contact:

Persons who accumulate four major traffic convictions, (including
those from other jurisdictions) or a combination of 12 minor and
major convictions, in a five-year period are identified as habitual
traffic offenders. Major offenses include:

· operating while under the influence

· eluding an officer

· reckless driving

The operating privilege of habitual traffic offenders is revoked for
five years.

Under the present law, the DMV administratively revokes the
driver’s privilege.

The revocation is of the operating privilege which means all li-
censes issued by the division. For an unlicensed person, the ability
to obtain a license is revoked.

After a two-year waiting period, a person may, under certain con-
ditions, obtain an occupational license. The two year period is
counted from the date of the revocation order.

Bureau of Driver Services
Revocations and Suspensions Section
(608) 266-2261
cnr.dmv@dot.state.wi.us

Source: Bureau of Driver Services, Report #P7011924-2
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In August, 1998, the department implemented a portion of Act 84, Laws of 1997. The law change made Operating
After Revocation (OAR) and Operating While Suspended (OWS) a ‘minor’ rather than a ‘major’ violation for
calculating Habitual Traffic Offender (HTO) status. The result has been a significant drop in HTO’s.


